
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude   Mary Miller 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism/Blessing of Our Homes 
 

Ever-living God, author of creation, we give you thanks for your gift of water that brings life and 
refreshes the earth. We bless and praise you, for by water and the Word we are cleansed from sin 
and receive everlasting life. Join us again this day to the saving death of Christ; renew us in the living 
fountain of your grace; and raise us with Christ Jesus to live in newness of life.  
 
With this water, we ask that you bless the homes we occupy in these days of isolation. As we sprinkle 
this water on our floors and furniture, we pray to you. 
 
Bless the walls that surround us 
For they protect us from harsh weather and danger.  
 
Bless the floor beneath us 
For it gives us solid footing when the world as we know it shifts underneath us.  
 
Bless the roof above us 
For it shields us, like a mother hen protects her chicks under her wing. 
 
Bless our doors  
That they will one day know the joy of visitors again 
 
Bless our blankets and beds and cozy places 
For they provide comfort and warmth.  
 
Bless the pets who live with us 
For they are our loving companions 
 
Bless each person in this home 
That we would feel your comfort, your love, and your presence always.  
Amen.  

 
Hymn  Open Up the Heavens  

(Virtual Choir, led by Sid Meier, Director of Contemporary Music at Faith, Cockeysville)  
 
Greeting 
 



Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
  

 1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  

 
Reading Acts 7:55-60 
 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

  Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel John 14:1-14 
 

The Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 



Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to 
the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Children’s Message   Tim Van Sant 
 
Sermon  Pastor Sarah Garrett Krey 
 
Hymn of the Day – My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596 ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This hymn is in the public domain. 
 
 



Prayers of the People  
 
Peace  
 
Offering It's "I Love You Lord" by Laurie Klein arr. Fred Bock 
  Bock's Best (Volume 4)arr. Fred Bock - Fred Bock Music 
 
Offertory  
 
Offering Prayer  
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 
Benediction  

May God bless you with a restless discomfort 
about easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, 
so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart. 
May God bless you with holy anger 
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 
so that you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people. 
May God bless you with the gift of tears 
to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, 
so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and transform their pain into joy. 
May God bless you with enough foolishness 
to believe that you really can make a difference in this world, 
so that you are able, with God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn (on the following page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Closing Hymn  —Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379) 
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Sending  

 
Postlude There is a Way/Faith Choir 

  


