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I'IN
THOSE
DAYS

A Brief Story o f His Ministry

By John Culler Bowers, D. D.



DEDICATION

P]E)is story is dedicated to all those to whom [ have minis-
tered and have gone to their "long home,”" Looking forward
as they fought "the good fight” here they arc now with the
redeemed in the City of God. “They rest from their [abours

and their works do follow them.”

Also to those members and friends in my former pastorates who
continue in the service of their Lord here. Their interest in my

family and myself abides and is evidenced in various ways

And to the noble company of men and women tn Salem who
by their love, liberality and Joyalty have made our accomplish-

ments possible.

Nor, can I fail to record my gratitude for the goodly fellowship
of that glorious band of young people who manifest their

devorion to their church by attendance at our worship and

their activity in our organizations.

Further, T desire to include my wife, whose cooperation with
me in the work of the Lord has been unfailing. By her sin-
cecity, cheerfulness. and the investment of her talents in the
church acovities she has made a large place 1in the hearts of

many.
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FOREWORD

“FHace Ol Mentinisse Pubabit”. This Latin
phrase occurs tn Vergil's Aeneid. Tt cxpresses the poet’s belief
that in the future, there would be those who delight to remem-
ber the events he is chronicling.

Upon this belief the author of this booklet has acted. T
feels there will be those who, now and hereafter, will be
pleased to recall the experiences and cvents herein recorded.

In a ministry of forty-six years there should be achiweve
~ments worthy of a formal record. The author has scrved with
comniendable fdelity and acceprability three pastorates within
a rvadius of fifty miles.  In the three his motte has been, "'lor-
ward in the name of the [.ord."”

Very jurimate honds knit together him and the writer of
these Jines. We twain weee cradled in the same maternal avms
and trained under the same paternal hand. We knelt at the same
[amily altar and 1nbreathed the atmosphere of the same Chris-
tian home.

able inrerest

Being the elder, T have watched with consider
and gratification the author's carcer. Therefore, I feel justified

i writt at his request, these few lines of commendation

of his forthcoming booklet.

sincere wish 1s, that many whom he has loved and

seeved may read with unalloyed joy rhese pages of pastoral
experiences and accomplishments, now being sent forth in th

name of Him Who is the "Light of the world."”

- . J
C’ /L'L‘Z‘f/ﬁ _—\ C//7L‘ IETS
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PREFACE

Numtu)ns requests have come Lo ne In rocontoyears to write some

things for publication concerning my ministry.  Some time ago [ began

to comply with these requests. It was my desire to sce Salem Church
free of all indcbrednesy before turning my manuscript over Lo the
ponter.

This desire bhas been cecently realized. What 1 had originally intended
to publish h:s been ohbreviated. The reason 1s the advanced cost of
printing duc to the situation created by the war.

Naturally T find mysclf often surveying the forty-six years of my nun-

istry gratefully.

Involuntarily I visuahize many {aces and scenes that have (ound an

imperishable place in my memory.

Noble souls associated with me in these years conspicuous for their
generosity, unwavering friendship, and devotion to their ¢hurch, place
me under indescribable indebtedness ro them.  They will always have
a sacred place in my heart.  Many have passed through the pearly gates
and have joined the "Church Triumpbant.”  Lovely and helpful while

here, they are still an inspiration.

We are persuaded that many who read this story will experience blessed
memories.  We have received verbal expressions o appreciation of our
work from those who have been transferred to other churches, also.
cherished letters [rom those in the scrvice of their country conveying

their aflection for their church.

It may be that in the coming years some will turn to this story for

information.
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The writer 1s profoundly grateful to God that He has permitted him
to spend bis entire ministry in the Maryland Synod, the Synod in which
he was born, and in which his facher spent the major part of his min-
istry, and grateful too, that he has been privileged to serve but three
churches, all of them in the Eastern Conference: St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Washingron, D. C.; Calvary Lutheran Church, Baluumore;
and Salem Lutheran Church, Catonsville, Maryland.

When our pastorate at Salem began some of our members were farmers
and lwed five or six miles from the church.  There were few auto-
mobiles in this area in those days. We did a lot of pastoral work then
with horse and buggy, or on horseback, and in winter with our sleigh.
Since those days the village has grown into a community of thousands.
In view of the many and varied changes that have taken place the sub-
ject of this story, “In Those Days,”” i1s borrowed from the record of
the ministry of John the Baptist.
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J,-’ was on the morning of the first Saturday in September, 1896, that
a young man left his home in Jefferson, Frederick County, Maryland.
He bad graduated at the Gerrysburg Seminary in Jurne, and had preached
a number of times in St. Mark's Church, Washington, D. C. Now e
was going to become its pastor.

Here he periormed his first marriage ceremony, confirmed his first class
of catechumens, administered the Sacraments of the Lord's Supper and
of Baptism, for the first time.

During a pastorate of more than six years he had the joy of seeing the
congregation grow and acquirc substantial property improvements.
Many friendships were made which were helpful and enduring.

In those days the aty was comparatively small contrasted with its

present population.  The members lived 1n various sections and he

did much of his pastoral work with his bicycle.
Exchange of pulpits was morc frequent then than now and the privi-
lcge of preaching in numerous other churches was enjoyed.

Flaving resigned to accept a call elsewhere. the young pastor at a social
gathering was presented with a watch and chain. The former bears the
inscription 'presented (o —— by bis members and friends of
St. Mark's, Washington, 1902.""  Forty ycars have passed and the
watch is still carricd as a rchable timepicce, appreciated for its worth

and the love which actuated the gift

I was that young man.

Calvary

” he first of November, 1902, my ministry at Calvary began. The
field presented a larger eppovtunity for spiritual sowing and rcaping

than St. Mark's.

Afrer a vacancy of about six months the people were anxious to have
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a pastor. They gave me a hearty reception and spoke cheerfully about

Calvary's future.

Many pastoral calls were made and T learned to know the members

and their children 1n their homes.

One day we visited seventeen homes.  Numerous memorials were
sccured.  Several from personal (riends alter the Baloimore fire. A debt

ol $9.000 was paid and the parsonage erected

Luthusiasm was created by the increased attendance at congregational
worship, the Wednesday cvening “‘prayer meeting,” and the growth

i the organizations.

The Luther Leagues and the Singers of the Temple. a children’s choir

were organized,

The smallest evening attendance was on the night of the Baltimore

fire, in February, 1904 There were 61 present.

With gratification [ often review my mental roll of the loyal men,

wowmen, and children who aided me in securing the destred results at

Calvary.
On the evening of December 28, 1908, Miss Adelaide Schuman and |
were married in the Church by the pastor’s brother, George ['his 1s

an abbreviated account of the occasion from the secular nress:

“A vast congregation sees Pastor’'s marriage (o Miss Schuman.
The bride has been acrively engaged in the work of the
Church being a teacher 1n the Sunday School, President of
the Junior League, and Superintendent of the primary de-
partoment.

Among the ministers present were: Revs. L. M. Ziramerman,
W. H. Dunbar, W. S Treas, E- K Bell, George Scholl, A, S.
Hartman, A, O Mullen, W. G Minnick, P. A Heilman,
H. D. Newcower, [=. Felton, Henry Manken, U. S. G Rupp,
[. C. Burke.”
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Old Salem



Old Safem Church After Restoration



Tl d CW 1ur

&me mber 30, 1849, a number of [utherans held a meeting {or the

purpose of organizing a congregation in Catonsville.

['hey were encouraged by frequent visits and pastoral minisirations of
[‘ather Fleyer, then on leave of absence from his Mission Station in
India.

The writer conducted the funeral service for Miss Minnie Heyer, bis
nicce, in 1911, She resided with Lieutenant and Mrs. Edward Poehi-

man, faithful members of Salem, at the time of her death.

The meeting resulted in the purchase of a lot upon which Old Sajem
was erected.  Adjoining the Church are Salem Cemetery and two build-
ings.  One building was {ormerly used as a parsonage, the other as a

school.

Those who laid the foundation for the newly organized congregation
gave liberally of their means. They also contributed generously of

materials and personal labor.

A sweet toned pipe organ was brought from Europe which bhas been

kept suitable for service at considerable expense.

The original roll of members contains these names: Wessling, Piet,
Dill, Reich, Schneider, Maisel, Schmidt, Freund, Stirn, Zaiser, Leim-
bach, Gerwig, Gohr, Kirn, Ringeling, Schwab, Kalb, Grines. Werner,
Silzle, Pakendorf, Schweinsberg, Farber, Schaub, Peters. Rarnkol,
Bassler, Zeltmann, Neuman and Fischbach.

The first regular pastor was Rev. A. Brockman, a man of great energy.
After a brief pastorate, death claimed him and he was laid to rest in

the newly created cemetery.

Dr. Ebeling succeeded him in 1854, He was distinguished for his in-
tellectual artainments and fine spirit.  His pastorate covered a period
of fifty years. It was our privilege to form his friendship in the closing

years of the past century when the Eastern Conference met in bis

Church. It was a great day for him, his people and all of us.
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We held our services there in the autumn of 1910 when the new Church
was being frescoed.  Old Salem has been frescoed twice during our
pastorate, and other desired repairs made which cost about §3,000.00.
We desire to record our appreciation of the following gifts which have
been made in recent years. An altar cross, English Bible for Lectern,
two Chancel Chairs, Church Directory Board, new altar cloths, new
carpet for chancel and atsle, modern stove and new curtains.  The old
coal oil lamps and globes, some of which disappeared because of those
who have a hankering for old things have been replaced by several in-
terested members. It required time, ¢ffort and moncy to secure these
substitutes from a rural Church which installed an clectric lighting

system.

Last Palm Sunday evening a large congregation assembled for worship
when the Church was illuminated with coal oil lamps. Two services
are now held in the old Church annually, onc on Mother's Day, the

othcr on Harvest Festival Sunday.

Some of the guest preachers have been Henry C. Schiucter, Prof. E. C.
Ide. Dr. John G. Morris, De. P. H. Hennighausen, Rev. H. C. Fulez.
Rev. Titus Lehman, Dr. Paul Huffman. Rev. FI. L. Schluderberg. Rev.
Heory Spangler, Rev. Howard Walker, Dr. Zimmerman, Dr. McCaulcey,
Dr. Enders, Dr. George S Bowers, Dr. Deaton, Dre. Evers, Rev. Karl
Mumford, Dr. Wade, Rev. Hackmann, Dr. Keller, Rev. Payne, Rev.
Vulgaris, Rev. Carl Folkemer, Rev. Spicknall, Rev. Singer. Heeman
L. Ebcling, Ph.D., noted scholar and a son of Pastor Ebeling, attended

a special service and made a very inspicing reminiscent address.



Fam :"l_ﬂ_y Names of Burials

1 1 e
Salem Cemetery

BARNKOL
BARTELI
BASSLER
BAUMAN
BECKIR
BLOMEIER
BOHM
BOWEN
BROCHMAN
BROCKMAN
BUTSCH
DANKE
DAVIS
DEGRAFRT
IDIABVA
IDETTMAR
DiHLMAN
DiLL
DIMELER
DOLLHOPE
DOMER
DUCKERING
LERELING

FARRALL

GOHR
GORSTWEVER

GougH
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GRIMM

GRINE
CGROVER
HAGEN
HalN
HANEY
HANITSCII
HARR!S
HAUG
HeaLEY
HEIDELBACH
HEINMUTLLTER
HEINRICH
HEINRICHEGE
HELWIG
HENK
HITRROLD
JTEROI D
Hiss
HiLbeBRAND T
HolRL
HUGHES
Huse
ICIMMIZLS UL
KN
JICNUPLING
KoCHl

KoL

IKRAT
JKRAMER
KRONER
JCULBACH
KUMNIGUNDA
LAPOLE
LAUMANN

LLEAMAN

INESRRN

| INK

[Nz
MAISEL
MARKENKLE
MARKER
MATTFELDT
MERKE
MERKLE
MEscH
MULLER
MUNDLTIN
MULLLER
MYERS
NEUMAN
NICOILAI
Or-i,
DAKENDORY
PAULUS
PIEARSON
DEEIIER
Py
PILERT
POEHLMAN
PORTER
PREISINGER
RiicH
RIEIMSNIDER
RiTZ
RENTZ
RINGELITG
RODEY
ROSFNBERGER
ROTH

RUTT

SCHAFFFER

SCIHAUR
SCHILESINGES
SCHLINGIR
ScritalnT
SCHNEINER
SCHWAR
SEICKE
SEIDLICH
SELLMAN
Sz
SIMONS
SINGLER
STAMM
STRAUSS
THAYER

VI,
WALL
WAYS
WEASER
WEBER
WEHLAND
WEIFPERT
WERNER
WESSLING
WINTE
W EST:
WisE

WOl e
WOLTER
Y EADAKER

LEHNER
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T\f( y munistry at Salem began July 1, 1910, without the formality
trial  sermon. My predecessor in Salem was Dr. Fnders under

whose ministry the Church was built.

Our first home was on Melvin Avenue next to the Sisters of Charity.
There were but two in those days. Sister Corona and Sister Octavia
who cvinced their qualities as good neighbors in many ways. We can
not forget our pleasant conversations with Father Dunn. and Father

Williams.

Our Installation Scrvice was held on Sunday afternoon, October 20¢h
at three o'clock. Those who constituted the Church Council werc
Henry Reich, Sr.. G. Herbert Rice, Edgar Donaldson, W. H. Mattfeldt,
Edward Petzold, George J. Zaiser, William Espcy, Henry Reich, Jr.,
John W. Freund, H. C. Andreac. The program bears these names, Dr.
Ide, Dr. Bell, Dr. Gift, Rev. Hightman, Dr. Newcomer, and Dr.
Charles Steck.

In November the Church and Sunday School room were frescoed for
the Arse time. This created an interest in securing a number of specaial
gifts and memorials which have been added to through the years. These
heightened the beauty of our sanctuary. A number were contributed
by friends, not members of Salem, as expressions of appreciation of
my pastoral service in sickness. The first memorial was the painting
ol the Ascension which has been pronounced by travelers in far coun-
trics and others as a grcat picce of art.  Recognition has been made of
these special gifts and memorials in the seculac press, the “"Salem Re
minder,” and with appropriate dedicatory services. While we gratefully
express our appreciation of the interest of these donors we are not un-
mindful of those who have contributed gencrously towards the removal
of our indecbtedness on the parsonage and other property acquirements
through this period of time. The vestry room has been transformed
into a place conducive to study and meditation by two anonymous

givers.

In 1911 the parsonage was erected on a lot purchased from the Misses
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Jones for $1,100. These friends valuntarily donated $100 [eaving the
net cost at §1,000. They continue to reside next door ane
-

years an ideal relationship has existed between them and the parsonage

family.

Those present in the month of May when the lines were deawn for
the foundation were My, Hubner, Me. Rice. My Reicl, S N Reiwch,
Jr., and Mr. Espey, the builder.  Mre. Rice served as chavman of the
committee and did a fine piece of work for the Church and community
The cost was about £7,300 including the stable

We moved into this modern home in September. A house warming

'Il‘]‘(\ \,I

was arranged when a great company of members and [ricads as
Musical numbers and felicitous addresses preceded the serving of sub-

stantial refreshment.  Mr. Hubner presided.

In about five years the mortgage was burnt and the parso

Then 1t became necessary to build an addition 10 our Sund
building. This was begun in September, 1916, and completed in May,
1917, Because of World War No. | we could not tnsrall a modern
heating plant, nor sccure desired furnishings. Through that winter,
and we will never (orget it, many ol our arganizational nieetings wer
held in the patsonage. Mr. Hubner superintended the crection ol this

fne addition and Walter Gieske was the architect. Durinue these

months 1 was frequently in Mr. Hubner's home and learned to esteem

him and his motherly wite very much. e said we must push this work
along as material 1s going up fast and it did.  Some wondered what we

i 1

nday School bulding and how

were going to do with this enla

we could cver pay for it

Today 1t 1s paid for and we at
tcudance was about 150, Now [

attendance of 375,  All the windows are of stained with st

U
iy

tive and appealing symbols and medallions. The cost of 1he
with furnishings was about §14,000

[n August 1932, it was decided to convert the dirt cellar tnto socta
rooms and a modern kitchen.  Not including varions gifts of frntiare
and kitchen utensils about §7,000 was required to meet these improve-

ments.
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Paragraphs From Our Register

I

Some years ago we inaugurated the custom of having a

number of our m

nbers, qualified by experience and study, deliver in-

to our classes in Catechism. Those who have
done so are Mr. Pilert, Mr. Wagner, Mr. Leister, Mr. Payne, Mrs.
' Mrs, Wright, Mrs. Phillips, Miss Hazel Massey, Miss Emily

Payne, Miss Liberhare, Llizabeth Heinmuller, Evelyn Flanigan, Mrs.

Fulton Moore.

Salem  has entertained  the Eastern  Conference, Young
Women's Congress, Women's Missionary Society, Spring Conference.
Gettysburg and Baltimore Leagues, Pre-Tenten Retreat, and the Mary-
land Synod.

While pastor at Calvary the General Synod clected me a mem-
ber of the Deaconess Board. My aym 1s to put my heart in what I am
called to do: and 1 was rewarded by securing some very substantial

monetary contributions and gifts in furniture for the present building.

1

The following written in 1911 by my good friend speaks

"We deeply appreciate the kindness of (he pastor and con-

gregation of Salem in furnishing so beaunfully and completely the Re-

cption Roor in our Mother House. Many comments have been made
the pood taste displayed in selecting the furnishings.  We are truly
gratelul for your genecrosity, believe me.”

Yours very sincerely,

SorIA JEpsonN, Head Sister.

IT

unusual gladness was March 10, 1929, when our new organ
was dedicated, A congregation that flled the pews and aisles attended
I'he pastor’s sermon was from Psalm 66:2.

%X

ffering Mr. Moller, Sr., a close friend of our family for

vears, was introduced. He complimented us on the acquisition of such



a suitable organ with all modern attachments and onr cash payment
forit. He explained how the chimes, tnstalled in 1919 by Tlenry Reich
Sr., in memory of his son, .\'r:s{".mr George Edward, who met death

in France, November 2, 19218, had been rebuilt to confarm to the new

organ.
[TL
May 26, 1235, following a sermon by the pastor and an ecarpest appeal

addressed to the congregation by Mr. Wagner, an cvery-mearber visita-

tion was made.

re money to make essential improvements. T he

The purpose was to sec

people gave liberally.  The frescoi had been marred because of the

heavy snow, and a tl " to leak. The Church was fres

coed, a new carpet replaced the original one, a nuddle aisle created, pews
rebuilt, also the pulpit. to correspond with the altar and mosaic Recedos.
Through the interest and liberality of the Ladies” Aid Society. a marble

and brass altar rail replaced the former one. The entire cost was $5.000

Correll acted as supern ind spent much time Ieoking after de-
tails. These improvements did much to enhance the heanty of onr

sarcruary.

At the re-opening service on a Sunday alteenoon in September the ol
lowing were the participating mimisters: Dro Ot President of our
Synod, Dr. George S. Bowers
Timothy's, Spicknall of the Methodist Church. Nesbitt of 1he Preshy -

nds Shearer, Rector of St

terian Church, Hamm of the Baprist Church. Carl Mumford, and Payne

and Vulgaris.
IV
[ have written these tracts and booklets for use tn my work:
HEAVENLY RECOGNITION
CHRIST KNOCKING AT THE DooRr
His DIsPoSITION
I AM CALLING You
OUR HARITS AND OTIHIR
THE BEAUTIFUL LIFE
CONTRARY WIND!
THE ComMonN PEOPLE
DAILY READINGS AND PRAYERS 1OR [y




always emphasized the truth that we are stewards of time

s not allow us to take out of tlus world

( 1 sawler vl
Lod wisely

I have been asked how much a well-to-do

n lelt when he died. T replied, "' do not know the appraisement

cstate, but I am sure of this— lwe left all that he had.”

2V
1y delegates accompanying the pastor to conference and synodical
meetings have been Messrs. Zaiser, Renn, Mattfeldr, LLong, Rice, George
i, Payne, Norris, Keeney, Reich, Correll, Klein.
Salem has never failed to pay its full Synodical apporticnment which
1s now four times as much as it was in 1910.
[ arely highly appreciated illustvated Jectures and addresses have been
delivered in our church to nspiring assemblies by prominent laymen.

Jacob Gross, Page Ftchison, and George Weitzel.  Guest

Lecrurers:
peakers: Merle Towner, Charles Moylan, Theodere McKeldin,

Justice Tocber, Theodore Wilson, Neal A, Sibley and Carl Distler.

VI
Mg the years ncrease we are naturally reminded of the great vartety of
cople we meet alory the jouiney of Tife. Trolks of every sort. Sowers
ol seeds of many kinds.
I hose who have helped mie most and mfluenced me in carcying out my

program have been the sowers of kinditess, compassion, paticnce, and
en ':-\:-::iLy,
A sense of humor, sell-forgetfulness, and Christian consistency have

tevized them.  Not all have been memibers of my church. T have

| some in places least expected.

ound som
the way Catonsville has grown 1 cite the fact that in

A\ v oevideroe
As an evidence of

11 I preachied the Baccalaureate Sermon to a class of six:

MILDRED LEE

SARAH MARSDEN (Mrs, Peddicord)
GENEVA MCALEER (Mus. Spittel)
JoHANNA STUDE (Mrs. Seidel)
AVRA WARREN

May WERNER

co, 1940, 1 preached 1o a class of 300.




VII

At this year's Fathers and Sons Banquet, there were four generations
{ the Conrad Becker family present.  All are under our pastoral care
Our oldest member, Conrad Becker, his son, William. his son-in-law,

Norris Gordon, his son, Norris, Ir

“When I teach my class of boys in Sunday School, T often think of
i (luss

the inspiration [ re d from Mre. Coblentz who taught the Bible

when we lived in Caton

In 1915 Mrs. Zaiser, Mrs. J. Goucher Owens, Miss [ouise Freund
Mrs. Friese, Mrs. Conrad Kolb and Mrs. Bowers arranged [or a re

¥

ceptivn for the confirmation class and me reccived during the year

Music, addresses and refreshments were on the printed program.  The
Church Council, officers. teachers of the Sunday School and parents of

the class were invited. A representative was selecred to speak [or every

orgamzation. he occasion was so successful that it has been made an

> of our guest

annual affair. Some

parted this life. Others

have moved to dis es.  Instructive messages have been brought

recently by Revs. Brenneman. Rhodes. Mertz, Sarrick, Dr. Baringer,

Ritcerpusch, Hackmann, Dr.

In those days of World War No. [ our artist, Mr. Hankinson. si

some of our Church and Sunday School memorials from his
Newark, N. J. Owing to cenfusion and crowded cars, some were un-

loaded at one station and some ac another.  Throueh the cooperation
of John H P Sch;

His was a service without remuneration. Tribute must be pad to

cated, hauled and helped to assemble them.

Joseph Steinacker, prominent architect for making a number of pat
terns for our Sunday Scheol windows in those trying days, withaur
cost.

The work of Henry Hankinson. distinguished artist and noted (or his
patience in 1915, 1916 and 1917 speaks focv wslel.  His large contri-

bution to the enhancement of cur Church has been commended by an

innunicra number since those notable years.
ble number s l ta )
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Our Service Roll

AlTIIUR Lalp

FlEnry DENKER

Joun L. HOERL
ALBERT LEDLEY
ARTHUR MITTENDORE
FRANKLIN PREVOST
WILLIAM STUDE
CARSTEN 5. BRINKMAN
l.. EWING SHAFER
ELwoon GRYMES
PauL H. B. REICH

C. 5. JOHNsON
FoGAaR L. GREEN
JoHN MCFARLAN
CIHARLES ADOLPHI
ADELBERT MILLER
CHARL.ES MAISEL
CliARLES P, McEvoy
JAMES W, SELWAY
Ml ToNn GABLE

JOHN SEIDLICH

I'kITZ R. STUDE
EpwARD ROOS
RAYMOND SERVARY, JR.
WALTER PALM

JAMES SPITTEL
ALBERT G. MAISEL
EDWARD MACNARB
RICHARD HEHL

LEWIS HEHL
FRANK MAISEL
VERNON :
ROBERT TREUTH
JoHN L. HOERL
JOHN E. HOERL
SWORTH CADELL
CHARLES W, ZIMMERMAN
CHARLES L. STADPE
CHARLES MORSBERGER
JAMES COFEMAN

© L. MAL
FREDERICK E. TANKEN
ELMER .. MORSBERGER




Felicitous Privﬂk@g@g

I[t has been a peculiar joy to baptize, confirm, and marry the children

of those whose parents were joined in Holy wedlock during these years.
To bave raught a Sundav School class since 1896.
Not (o have missed a service because of sickness except during a hospital

experience in 19

To have my two children, who love Salem, teach in the Sunday School

and be "‘fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. "

Also to know that through myv personal ministrations there have heen
those who have appreciated my pastoral care and interest by bequeath-
ing a portion of their material possessions to their Church.  Gratefully

do we write these na

MRS, S1LZLT MRS. ZAis MRS. PAKENDORI: MinA TREUTL
MRS, GiESKE Mnrs DiETZ MR SCHMID
Mr. Schmidt who left our Church five hundred dollars was not a mem

ber, but a friend who was married by rthe pasror.

To see our organizations grow in numbers and spintual efficiency, ar-

taining not only local but Synodical prominence. Through them many

have been trained for more effective service in philanthropic and Church
work.
Qur Sunday School, [Ladies” Ald Sociery. Brotherhood,  Women's

orld T

Missionary Society, Salem Missionary Hlelpers, d Triendship So-
ciety, Luther League, all contribute rowards building a congregation
that will go forward when others rake our place

To know that two of our Herbere M. Payne and George

Vulgaris, have entered the Gospel ministry.  Both were confirmed by

the writer. He also had part in their ordination.  Herbert did not oo

farther than his own Church to find his very helpful wife, the forme)

Miss Hilda Jacobi. [ married them and baptized their lovely daughter

To look back through so many years to those graduation days at the

York Collegiate Institute 1890, Getrysburg College 18973, and Semn-
g g

nary [896.



I as Mrs Powers and [ do that 1t 1s a great uplift and support (o

4 LEL
ki that after thirty-two years, we have the increasing confidence and
ion ol the people 1n Salem and of countless others.

ge, Salem pro

recall that in the student days of HMerbert and Geo

Inng a dormitory room in the Seminary. A

i Do Alleman, a fnend for many years, expressed his
appreciation of our continued nterest in the Seminary and in this room
viding for nccessary repairs.
Poaecar 1o the face that 1T owas born in a village where the villagers
prided themselves upon their gardens. Then T acquired a fondness for
vden from my parents and my village {olks.  When the parsonage

was crected, we began to make a garden on the spacious lot assisted by

two of our Church boys, Simon Maisel and Carl Baumarn.  The lilacs
danted thirty-one years ago, the [ruit bearing and ornamental trees,
the rose section, the lily pond and a great variety of other flowers have
ften supplied a need in Salem, and have brought cheer to many aged

mnd athers in hospitals.

(AN

My @ ad Forlifer's Flealth Club (Fidelity Building) bave pro-

vided a very congenial way for physical exercise

To remember the Sunday cven in August, 1923, when it was my

privilege to preach to a large congregation 1in St. Paul's Church in San
Juan, Porto Rico, Alfred Ostrom, D.D., pastor.  Mrs. Bowers, our
children —Jobn Zimmerman and Ethel, were in the assembly.

hours of trial to see the Christian way as we have

To help

ersary of my ordination to the Gospel Ministry
was observed in 1921 Numerous gifts were received and gratefully

remembered today. Greetings were brought by Dr. Ide, Rev. Samuel

ller and my brother.  Mr. Donaldson and Mr. Coblentz made
briel congratulatory addresses.

s

School orchestra, organized and directed by Mr. Leister,

at help in our weekly music and on special occasions. The mem-
bers are to be commended, They are Brent Matthews, ~
on, DBernard Carrick, Howard Miller, Charles Bertram, James Coff-

@
o
"

mas Bohan-

n Prevost.

man, Robert Spittel, Edith Lester, Ruth Matthewss and Caroly
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Elders

STEPHEN B HADSELL

E. LONG ROBRERT A WAGNER

ITapvey R, CORRELL

HENRY A, REICH :
EMIL KLFIN

W, A. LEISTER

KENMNARD WAYS EMIL MATTHEISS WILLIAN BECKER
L. H. HILGARTNER OLIvER W PAVNE
i ) fy Ticers
MRS, RGE PURC Mrs. JOSEPH PREVOST
President Secretary

Mprs. CHARLES 7 Mrs. Hanviy CORRELL

ice-President Freasurer

Dear John,

It is good to know that vou are undertaking the personal
collection of biographical material and [ hope that before long it will
appear in print. Mrs. Knubel and 1 send heartiest greetings 1o you all.

Ever since you and I graduated as college classmates ar Gettvs

burg in 1893 I have followed with joyous interest your mimstry.

Above all have I been obhservant of that ministry as carred
on for more than thirty-two years at Catonsville, Md. 1 has A

pastoral activity particularly marked by steadiness. Christian ficelity
and constructive development.  This is the rype of Chrisitan ounistry
which is noteworthy as 2 model and which 15 1o be commuended wher-
ever i1t 1s manifested.
Indeed it bhas been so commended in all nations durine all

Christian centuries.

Iatthfully yours,

F. H KNUBEL.

President, United Tutheran Church in Amerien.

Paade Faeenty Tree



ge to know the Reverend Doclor John

It has been my privil

years. Doctor Dowers is truly repre-

ype ol ministers who become an institution in a com-

ents that era in which the Doctor and Pastor werce

as memnbers of cach Tamily to whom they ministered, sharing with them

therr 5 and sorrows.

vilege seven years ago to be present at a service

was i

Salem Lutheran Church wlich marked the beautiful redecoration
of thar building,

In saying a word of greeting to the large congregation, I ex-

pressed the thought that such an achievement as that service com-
memarated, geant so miuch more coming at the clase of twenty-five
years of ministry 1o the same congregation than it would have meant
at the beginning. We of Saint Timothy's Churcly where Doctor Bowers
has mauy frends, wish for him and Mrs. Bowers, many more years
ogether of blessed mimistry to the people of Catonsville.
Wil WELTON SHEARER
Rector of St. Timothy's Church.

November 21, 1942,

It ts always a pleasure to recognize our fathers in Christ.
When I orecall those who influenced miy life and my minstry, T always
include in the number the Reverend Doctor John C. Bowers of Catons-

7

was the Sceretary of the Maryland Synod when

ville, Maryland.
[ was ordained o the mimistry. The event took place 1n St. Mark's
[ hed the ordination

Church in Baltimore in 1909, Dr. Bowers preac
sermon. His messape was full of sound advice to the young men who

re to be ordained. Tle then participated in the ordination ceremony

1y head as T became a Lutheran minister.

T

itsell and lard his hands uj

[ have always cherished Do Bowers as a warm  personal
and a wise counsellor.  His splendid record of sustained service
hurch of the Maryland Synod is warthy of wide

in the Lutheran €

recognition and T am sure will bring lim many stars for his eternal

ABDEL Ross WENTZ.



January 111943,

Dear Dr. Bow
May [ nat take this occasion te express (o you my heartes

on of thirty two years as pastor of

congratulations upon the compl

Salem Lutheran Church. [ believe that instead of extending eongratula

tions to you, it would be more fitting for me to congratulate Salem
Church and Catansville.

As a brother-minister, T would like to expr

my personal
appreciation for the splendid work you have done in this community
As a preacher, you have always uplifted and magnificd Jesus Christ

and have evinced an gelical fervoar and passion which does honor

Pratestantism, Maroin Luther

wrch and our

in your pastoral labors, serving not only

to the founder of vour (
You have been i
your own Church, but res

call of the communiry. In

esteem and affection in the heart:

so doing you have waon
of us all.

However successful you have been as Dastor Preacher.
sincere Chris-

your greatest cantribution has heen by the simple

that has

tian quality of your own characier in the fine influe

vy hfe The best evidenee

nated from your Parson:

of one's success 1n life can be in the quality of home and [amily

one produces. Yours is one of which you and Mrs Bowers may
indeed be proud. T am not unmindful of the part the Tovely Mistross
ol your Parsonage has played in it all and T therelfore include her in

this word of appreciation.

I am confident

gation, and thar of the ent

may be spared to us for mar ame
Again, Congratulatic
J. TURNBULL SPIfKNALI

e

(]
~

Washingron, [
Dear Dr. Bowers:

Hearty congratulations on your thirty second anniversary
God has greatly blest us with a long close friendship and many vears
of service.  Your literature indicares that you arc “a workman that

needeth not be ashamed.”
L. M. ZIMMERMAN

Poage Turend



November 26, 1942,

I

W, i Iy . 1 -
Ay Dear Pricnd:

I want to congratulate you heartily upon the completion of
rty-six fruiful years of active service in the ministry.  You can re-

v these years .-.i'\;: the joy and satisfaction of knowing that you
bave faukfully, humbly, and effectively been ™

belhind a record which should warm the heart of
Minister.  In the churches of which you have been the pastor

sing abour doing

leavis

and in the one in whichh you are now so successfully serving, as well
in the larger sphieres in the work of the Maryland Synod and in the
United Lutheran Church, you have rendered ﬁne scrvice and have eox-
not be evaluated by staustics. 1 wish to
ate you a portion of your ministry
> enjoyed the fine Ahd efficient cooperation ol a devored wife.

erted an influence which ca

so that, mg_ the majc

res me much joy to say all this because of our persanal

ndship which began in Seminary days and has continued without
mterruption during all these years——a friendship that has constantly
cdeepened sinee, largely through your personal influence, [ was called

succred you as pastor af Calvary Church in 1910, All along you have
been a real steadfast friend who could be trusted ac all ttmes. This 1

appreciate very much

=
jur)
O
-
a

Hoping that you may cnjoy
service, 1 am
Sincerely yours,

Foster U, Gl

November 16th, 1942,

I appreciate more than I can tell the cordial reception which
members of your congregation gave me yesterday when 1
leped 1o speak at your Churchh on behalf of rhe United

Thurch 1n America.
hile there, 1 could not help leting my mind run back over

g which [ have been happy in my acquaintanceship with
you, going back as they do to the days of my boyhood.

Tt 1s difficult to realize how many years have passed since
! ‘au are now entering upon the thirty-third year of your
Salem Lutheran Churceh at Catonsville. I congratulate

you and your people most sincerely and from the depths of my heart




on this ersary of your pastorate.

years you have

of the Lutheran church and the congregation which has been privi

fill an impocrant place

pecmitted

care 1§ fortunate and happy indeed

leged to be under your

heen excee

That these thirty-ts ars of labor on your part have ding

than evident yesterday by the sive of the o

ly frutcful was more
gation which attended the morning serv
I know, therefore, [ull well rhat the

¢ to hear a stranger present

the general work of the Church.
assembles 1o worship cach Sunday mors

average congregation whicl

terday

ing must be even larger than that which was there ye
tions of surh size do not come without much work and
Pastor's part. T know that your people are happy and blessed in your

pastoral ministrations as well as edified and inspired by your preaching.

on the

and best

To you and your people [ send cordial

wishes on this signal anniversary in your joint labars together T proay
God that the future will have much of happiness and oy for yon all

will continue and enhance the success that

and that the years to come
has crowned the labors of the past.

people who have such an earnest, con

Blessed indeed are the
secrated, self-sacrific and devoted pastor as you for their spivitual

leader.

&

[ am

With my kindest greetings and best wi
Sincerely yours,
Cart M. Distree

ptember 25, 1042

Dear John:

It was gaod of you to sit down and write me the letter which

came to me yesterday. T have always appreciated vour Triendship | heve
are Lwo points of contact between us—Gettyshurg it

[ thank you for the httle bookler, Tlis

very well done. [t emphasizes some of the traits youwr Diends have
found in you. You might have included anorher —a sense of Timor
—for I am sure Jesus had it.
It is a pleasure to remember also your nnfaling suppoct of
the Seminary.
Witlr all good wishes,
HERBERT C. ALLEMAN,

Poge Theenty oone



December 18, 1942,
Dear Dr. Bowers:

I wish to offer to you my sincere congratulations upon this
the completion of your thirty-second year as pastor of Salem Lutheran
Church.

[n the short time that T have been in Catonsville, one ol
the things that has impressed me greatly is the wonderful loyalty that
you have inspired 1in the people of your church,—loyalty to our Lord
and Master, and loyalty to you their beloved pastor.

As a younger man in the Christian ministry, [ feel that it is
a great privilege to have among my f{riends one whom God has used
5o tichly in the work of His Kingdom. May He continue to bless you
and the work to which you have given so many years of faithful service.

Very sincerely,
Wirriam H. KEPLER,

Minister, Catonsville Presbyterian Church.

Aloona, Pa.

My dear Brother John:
We are always glad to hear of the substantial work you are
doing.  Mrs. Kline joins me in wishing you a long and very happy

pastorate in Catonsville.
Marion J. KLINE,

'93 Class President.

Carlisle, Pa.

Dear John:

Mrs Diffenderfer and I reached home after another pleasant
visit with you and your family. It was inspiring to preach to a con-
gregation that filled the Church at the Wednesday evening Lenten
service.

GRORGE M. DIFFENDERFER,
'93 Class Historian.

Page Thiriy
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Thiaks to my brother for writing the Foreword and reading the proofs

To Mrs. Purcell, Mrs, Unglaub, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Wahaus, Miss Anna

Mae Campbell (or valuable typing.

"o Mr. Lester, his danghters, Edich and Glenice, for church clerical

work.
To Miss Louise F'reund for invariable care of altar cloths and flowers.

To Miss Catherine and Miss Rosa Umbaugh {or the liberal besrowal
of their unusual talents and experience in creating ecclesiastical vest-

ments.

To Mrs. tspey for her cheerlul skilled needle work at the "Old Church”
and the "New One.’

’

To Edwin Glocker, a designer of exceptional ability for Hymn DBook

slides and numerals and artistic creation of musical programs.

To Dr. Edwin Thomas and Dr. Ilenry Einspruch lor special

To Dr. Geora: Keidel for information concerning the Old Church.

To John Laumann, J. W. Scott, A B Hargeet, Allred Waldeck, and

Melvin Guttromson [or photographic work.

In the compilauon of names and registering of events there may b

crrors. We are sorry for any that may be found in our booklet.
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