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PASTOR DAVE TO RETIRE

It is with great sorrow and joy that Salem learned that Pr. Dave Asendorf announced his retirement
effective June 30, 2025. Pr. Dave has been with Salem for nearly 20 years and will be sorely missed. He
led us in ministry to Catonsville and the world, Saturday worship, ministry during the COVID pandemic,
the introduction of live-streaming services, Salem’s 175t Anniversary, Salem The Musical, and several
long-range goals. Salem will miss his leadership, sermons, Bible Study, pastoral care, guidance, and
friendship.

In addition to his contributions to Salem, Pr. Dave is also known for his involvement in the Catonsville
community and Delaware-Maryland Synod. These activities include serving on the Board of the
Catonsville Emergency Assistance, Chair of the Delaware-Maryland Synod’s Candidacy Committee, the
Catonsville Ministerium (a fellowship of Catonsville clergy), Co-chair of the Synod’s Malaria Campaign,
the Board of the Lutheran Campus Ministry in College Park, and the Synod’s Forward in Faith campaign
team. As a result of Pastor Dave’s stewardship in both the church and local community, he was
presented with the prestigious ELCA Peterman Award in 2019.

Pastor Carolyn will continue to serve in her current capacity as Associate Pastor as Salem searches with
the assistance of the Synod for a new Senior Pastor. She has decided not to seek the position of Senior
Pastor as she continues in her ministry to Salem and leads the Youth Program.
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STITCHCRAFTERS

Having packed up 305 handmade hats and scarves and sent them on their way to seafarers visiting the Port of
Baltimore, the Stitchcrafters found themselves looking for a new challenge.

And so, with nine weeks before the holidays and a surplus of red yarn, members heeded the call to make hats
for the Westside Men’s Emergency Shelter. On the grounds of Spring Grove in Catonsville, this facility
typically welcomes 150 people on any given night.

Many sets of hands began knitting and crocheting hats, including several members of the Salem congregation
who were inspired by the project to participate from home.

And so, on Thursday, December 19, a group gathered in Bethany Hall to attach candy canes to the hats and
pack them up in large, decorated boxes. The final total: 216 hats.

Blessed by Pastor Carolyn, the hats were delivered to the Shelter later in the day. All agree that this outreach
project belongs on the calendar for 2025.

A reminder that the Stitchcrafters meet almost every Thursday from 10 a.m. to noon in the Wittenberg
Room. Yarn and needles/hooks are supplied, as well as project help and caring support. All are welcome!
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SALEM’S ANNUAL MEETING

Save the date. Salem’s Annual meeting will be on Sunday February 2 following the late service. A potluck
lunch will precede the meeting. Committee chairs are requested to get their reports to Jeff as soon as
possible, but no later than January 24th.
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PHOTOS FROM CHRISTMAS
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Calendar of Events for January through March:

Friday, January 31 — Game Night at Salem— 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. — all are welcome to come have fun;
dinner is included

Sunday, February 2— Youth Group meets at 9:30 a.m. to plan Youth Sunday Services

Friday/Saturday, February 7 & 8 — Retreat at Salem - Second lock-in will include games, service projects,
dinner and worship! Please know that you can attend for Friday evening activities and not sleep over

Sunday, February 23 — Youth Sunday -- Youth will lead all aspects of worship this Sunday
Sunday, March 2 —Youth Group meets at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, March 4 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper — Youth Group Fundraiser

Friday, March 14 — \/olunteer at the Baltimore Station - We return to serve another meal at the Baltimore
Station, a residential treatment program for local veterans

Sunday, March 16 — Regional Youth Gathering 6:00 p.m. —8:00 p.m.

I ———————————————————————————————
CHILDREN MINISTRY

December was a short month; in our first two Sundays we practiced for the pageant. On December 15" the
children performed The Messiah Project written and produced by Lisa Yerkey. Many of the children’s
extended families and church members attended an outstanding performance. Sunday School took a short
break and resumed January 12", In January the children learned about Exodus, Noah’s Ark, and Doubting
Thomas. February 2" will be a service project making place mats for Meals on Wheels and Valentine cards
for Brightview Assisted living.

THANKSGIVING-CHRISTMAS HUNGER APPEAL

A huge thank you to the congregational for unprecedented generosity in giving to the Thanksgiving-
Christmas Hunger Appeal. The Salem Congregation raised an all-time high of $22,262.44. Thank you. Each
of the four charities— CEA, MD Food Bank, ELCA World Hunger Appeal and LWR — will receive $5,5675.61.
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SALEM’S WANTS AND NEEDS

Help wanted: Greeters. Flexible hours (5 p.m. on Saturdays, and 8:15 and 11 a.m. on Sundays). Pleasant
smile and ease at making chitchat a plus. Contact Sharon Stanton for details and to volunteer.

Donations needed: Think locally and pick up a few extra items for the CEA pantry on your next trip to the
grocery store. Currently needed are mac and cheese kits and 15-ounce cans of fruit. Deposit in the wicker
hamper in Salem’s foyer.

Recycling opportunity: The Seafarers welcome your previously read magazines, especially TIME, People,
Sports Illustrated, Popular Mechanics, as well as other magazines about sports or those about mechanics/
autos. Please no AARP, Reader’s Digest, or church publications. There’s a collection box in the narthex.

ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum kicked off a seven-week study of the book Unclobber by Colby
Martin on Sunday, 12 January 2025, but there is still time to catch up or to

drop in for a session and participate in the discussion.

“Funny, smart, and brilliantly paced!
Colby has written that

book.” —fab Bell

Armed with only six passages in the Bible—often known as the "Clobber
Passages"—the conservative Christian position has been one that stands
against the full inclusion of our LGBTQ siblings. UnClobber reexamines each of
those frequently quoted passages of Scripture, alternating with author Colby
Martin's own story of being fired from an evangelical megachurch when they
discovered his stance on sexuality. UnClobber reexamines what the Bible says
(and does not say) about homosexuality in such a way that sheds light on
outdated and inaccurate assumptions and interpretations. Books are available| RETHINKING OUR MISUSE OF

. . THE BIBLE ON HOMOSEXUALITY
in the Katie Luther Room.
.—}

e Foreword, Introduction, and Prologue (1/12)

e Chapters 1and 2 (1/19) Colky MARTIN
e Chapters 3 and 4 (1/26)

e Chapters 5and 6 (2/2)

e Chapters 7 and 8 (2/9)

e Chapters9and 10 (2/16)

e Epilogue, Afterword, and final discussion (2/23)

SALEM WANTS YOUR VIEWS ON WEBSITE REDESIGN

The Technology and Communications Committees are planning a redesign of Salem’s website www.salem-
catonsville.org as part of our Long Range Goals. We would like your input. What do you like in the current
website? What could be done better? What information should be included? What don’t we need? Please
send your comments to salemtech@salem-catonsville.org.
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HISTORIC OLD SALEM NEWS

We celebrated another successful Christmas Open House at Old |!
Salem on Saturday, December 14", Many thanks to Salem Brasslg'
members; Michael Fitch, Billie Jo Kreps, Dave Fries, Shirley Ramsey, F
and Dave Trump who persevered through the cold temps to share
their wonderful Christmas music with us. And thanks to Santa for 5
flying in from the North Pole, always smiling and greeting our _;
visitors, young and young-at-heart alike. The great Old Salem J%
Board bakers created absolutely delicious treats for our guests. |
Hope you were able to make the Open House and enjoy the fun’,

with us!

Get Ready, Get Set and go pack up all your “treasures” to host a
table at our second annual {although we did it for many years prior to COVID} Craft Fair/Flea Market held in
Salem’s Bethany Hall. On Saturday, March 8" from 9 am to 1 pm, Bethany Hall will be jumping with vendors
selling all sorts of wonderful items. Plan to be a vendor yourself {fee for a table is $20} and we provide the
table. Delicious food including soup, chili, barbecue and of course grilled hot dogs among other food items
will be available for a nominal fee. Bake table, raffles, and an Old Salem White Elephant table will round out
the festivities. {NOTE: Old Salem will NOT be collecting any White Elephant items; the Board members have
enough themselves!} Make your reservation soon as table space is limited!

This is one of our major fundraisers that we host to support our preservation efforts at the original church
and cemetery of Salem Lutheran Church {located at 701 Ingleside Avenue}.

AND --- WE ARE ON THE ROAD AGAIN: “NOAH” @ Sight & Sound Theater — Friday, March 28, 2025; family
style lunch at Hershey Farm Restaurant serving three entrees, veggies, plus more. $175 pp inclusive {thank
inflation} but not due until February 25, 2025. | am taking reservations now {only have 45 tickets for this
special event} so let me know if you want to hold a seat to attend this amazing show.

If you are interested in joining the Old Salem Board of Directors or would just like some additional
information, please let me know. We welcome everyone to join us. It’s not a strenuous responsibility and
the members are a wonderful group of people working together to maintain the Old Salem Church and
surrounding cemetery. Contact Sharon Stanton - memsha7311@gmail.com or call 410-744-8724 for more
information and/or to make reservations.

FAIR TRADE

The fair trade cart is now trying to be available on a regular basis. We have
several varieties of coffee, tea, and chocolate from Equal Exchange and
chocolate from Divine; this includes many types of dark chocolate bars, some
milk and white chocolate bars, and one non-dairy chocolate bar. The cart is
typically out between services and after the late service on the first Sunday of
the month (i.e., 2/2 and 3/2) and also after the service on the
preceding Saturday.

FAIRTRAD
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MORE RETIREMENTS

Lirije Alaj Retires

After 25 years of faithful service, Lirije Alaj retired as our primary sexton/
custodian. Lirije and her family came to the US as refugees from war in Kosovo
and the Balkans area in 1999. Salem were their sponsors to the US, and almost
immediately she came to work at Salem. Lirije also worked part-time in a hair
salon and cleaned houses in the community, too. Her husband recently retired
as a house painter, working many years for Color By Design. The Church
Council gave Lirije a farewell gift of $7,000 in appreciation for her many years
of excellent work. We all wish her a long and happy retirement.

Joey Morgan began work as our new sexton on January 1, 2025. He also
continues as our Worship Technology Director.

Beth Massey, Our Long-Serving Financial Secretary Steps Down

Beth Massey volunteered as our Financial Secretary
for more than thirty years and in December handed over the responsibilities to
Linda Fleischer, who has been in training for over a year. When Beth began
volunteering, it was a pretty straightforward job of simply recording the
contributions. But with the advent of electronic giving, with computerized
accounting and a growing complexity of our finances the work became more
demanding with each passing year. Beth, along with Sally Kopp, took Salem
from a paper-only process to a much more robust electronic system of
recording financial contributions.

We deeply appreciate Beth’s labor of love and wish her the very best as she
and her husband Scott continue to enjoy their retirement.

Guy Davis, Webmaster, Steps Down

After nearly 20 years, Guy Davis has stepped down as
| Salem's webmaster. The website often serves as
Salem’s “online back row” where potential new members will check out the
church before stepping foot into the building. As such, it has been a great
evangelism tool. Guy will continue as co-chair of the Communication
Committee, co-editor of the Monarch, social media guru, photographer, and
alternate videographer. Until a new webmaster is identified, Pr. Carolyn will
- manage the website with the help of Jeff Tsai and Lisa Yerkey.

AROUND THE PARISH
e C(Catonsville resident and long time Saturday evening-worshiper, Don Gabriel died November 13,
2024.
e Pastor Asendorf has stepped down from the Catonsville Emergency Assistance Board after 12 %
years of service.
e Congratulations to Jim Kempton, Julie Kempton, and Janet Van Sant who have all retired.
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| want to thank all the members of our dear Salem family who sent get well wishes to my
husband, Joe, during the months of his illness and those who sent condolence messages to me
at the time of his death. Both of us felt support and care, and both of us were better able to get
through some very difficult times.

Judy LeGath
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MAR-LU-RIDGE CAMP & RETREAT CENTER

b
|

A

. 3200 Mar Lu Ridge Road @ 301.874.5544
.I.I Il.. Jefferson, MD 21755 mir@mar-lu-ridge.org
ullsl lull=

WITH OPEN ARMS

MAR-LU-RIDGE

Salem Lutheran Church
905 Frederick Rd.
Catonsville MD 21228

Dear friends in Christ,

Thank you for your support for the With Open Arms campaign at Mar-
Lu-Ridge. We are grateful for your vision and commitment as we work to
upgrade our facilities to be fully inclusive for people with mobility challenges.
As our mission statement says, we welcome all. Taking these steps to renovate
the Ridge Inn and Cabin 3, as well as create a safer environment throughout
our camp, will assure that we truly can welcome and include everyone.

Your gift of $5,510.97 has been received and is greatly appreciated. To
date, you have given gifts totaling $89,370.28! Thanks so much for your
support.

We are pleased to share that work on the Ridge Inn has begun. Thank
you again for your support of With Open Arms.

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. John 13:34

Peace,
W&sﬁ»u"

Sarah Lefler

Executive Director

We were so overjoyed by the great outpouring of support we received from fellow Salem Church members.
Someone left a large box of food that was wonderful. It came at a time of our greatest need,

and we were able to use it for a week. We were also gifted a large-print subscription to the magazine
Guideposts.

Surgery was postponed due to the weather. We are very thankful for the cards and outpouring of love.
They lifted our spirits. Thanks to everyone for reaching out to us and saving us in our time of need.
Our hearts are full and overflowing.

-- Judy and Greg Rotz
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SALEM FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2024

General Fund

Receipts to Date 608,653.61
Expenses to Date 606,934.84
Difference 1,718.77
Budget to Date 604,473.00
R.S.V.P

Receipts to Date 38,525.00
Disbursement to Date 10,496.54
Difference 28,028.46

OFFICIAL ACTS
AT THE GRAVE

“For the assurance and hope of our faith and for the saints you have received into your eternal joy, we thank
you, Heavenly Father.”

Dorothy Naomi Burk* 12/30/2024

*Not a Salem member

PARISH LEADERS

Altar Guild: Mary Krebs Memorial and Bequests: Paul W. Krabitz
Archive Committee: Judy LeGath Mutual Ministry (Pastor Asendorf): vacant
Arts Committee: vacant Prayer Tree Coordinators: Karen Amy, Barbara

Child Protection Committee: Linda Fleischer Beem

Children’s Ministry Committee: Eileen Merriman, Property: Rusty Schaefer

Zoé Dell Salem Players: Lisa Yerkey

Christian Fellowship Committee: Darla Sando, Pam  Scholarship: Sue Gdovin

Wilsey Social Ministry: Mary Kay Willing

Communications Committee: Guy Davis, Karen Amy  Stewardship Committee: John Brohawn

Evangelism Committee: Nicki Fatherly Technology Support Committee: Lisa Yerkey
Finance Committee: Ken Wolfram Ushers: Mary Krebs Ray Hamelin

Guardians of Eden: Ken Scarlatelli, Sharon Schueler  youth Ministry Committee: Melissa Miller, Veronica
Health Resources: Beth Rodgers, Lynda Bell Merriman

Historic Old Salem: Sharon Stanton Worship Life: Jane Stolte

13
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ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2024 AND JANUARY 2025

S:::;?:gy Sunday Service Other Livestream w_::tkalr*
First Second
Dec 7/8 20 81 94 13/21 229
Dec 14/15 20 72 108 13/32 245
Dec 21/22 22 56 105 15/24
Dec 24 2:00 76 15
Dec 24 5:00 122
Dec 24 7:30 125 34 751
Dec 24 10:00 79 23
Dec 25 39 16
Dec 28/29 22 32 67 17/44 182
Jan 4/5 19 56 103 10/35 223
Jan11/12 24 44 87 18/40 213

*Week reflects Saturday through Friday

Occasionally we hear about members receiving an email from one
the Pastors asking for gift cards or for us to pay a bill, etc.;
because ‘they are in a meeting’ (or whatever) and ‘can’t take care
of this right now.” This is ALWAYS a scheme to get something

No PHISHING from you by someone else and this is NEVER from Salem’s

Pastors. Please, if you are contacted by anyone asking for money

Don’t ta ke iy =014 orgift cards and they say it is an emergency; contact us yourself

first. Please don’t take the bait in their phishing scheme!

WIFI AT SALEM

The Technology Committee has installed WIFI access throughout the church. This free internet access is
available to members and guests. Users may access any of our four networks connections throughout the
building. The password for all connections is SalemChurch.

If you have any questions about our network please contact the Technology Committee, Lisa Yerkey, at
salemtech@salem-catonsville.org.

SMART PHONE QR CODE

AVAILABLE FOR GIVING

Salem allows offerings via your smart phone. Image Salem’s QR code and you will be
taken to the mobile-friendly version of Salem’s giving page where you can make your gift
via your bank account or credit card.
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church Office
Telephone: (410) 747-0720

Pastor David K. Asendorf
pastordave@salem-catonsville.org

Pastor Carolyn Lawrence
pastorcarolyn@salem-catonsville.org

Pastor Emeritus: G. Edward Whetstone
edward-victoria@verizon.net

Director of Music: Mary Miller
marymiller359@gmail.com

Director of Contemporary Music: Sid Meier
Worship Technology Director: Joey Morgan

Office Manager: Jeff Tsai
jefft@salem-catonsville.org

Sextons: Letty Monahan and Joey Morgan

CHURCH COUNCIL LEADERSHIP

President: Emily D’Avella

Vice-President: Ray Giuliani

Secretary:

Financial Secretary: Linda Fleischer

Treasurer: Ray Hamelin

Assistant Treasurer: Jane Stolte

CHURCH COUNCIL

Ron Bruce Veronica Merriman
Emily D’Avella Carolyn Moore
Guy Davis Michael Petry
Matthew Fairchild Janet Van Sant
Ray Giuliani Lisa Yerkey

Pat Jennings

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND CONTRIBUTING STAFF

Contributing
Photographers
Guy Davis

Guy Davis, Co-Chair
Karen Amy, Co-Chair
Barbara Beem
Peggy Dell

Carolyn Lawrence
Judy LeGath

Joey Morgan

Proofreading
Sharon Stanton

Sharon Stanton
Bethann Snyder
Ed Whetstone

NEXT MONARCH PUBLICATION

March 2025

If you are interested in participating on
the Communications Committee, or
contributing as a ad-hoc writer or
photographer, please contact our
committee chairpersons.
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Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church strives to be a Christ-

I centered, caring community experiencing God’s grace

’ 1 and sharing God’s goodness with all people.

905 Frederick Road |
Catonsville, MD 21228-4517 We are on the Web!
(410) 747-0720 www.salem-catonsville.org

office@salem-catonsville.org

@y finduson
Facebook

www.facebook.com/salemlutheranchurch.catonsville

AL
& N http://demdsynod.org/

Delaware-Maryland Synod

SALEM EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

905 Frederick Rd.
Catonsville, MD 21228-4517

Change Service Requested
TIME VALUE
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