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BABY SHOWER

Christy and Norma Hensler Davis are sponsoring a baby shower for Pastor Carolyn Lawrence and
Min Park. It will be held in Bethany Hall on Saturday, November 15th at noon. All are invited and are
asked to sign up on the available sheet in the Narthex for a potluck luncheon. Their baby is due in
January. What an exciting event!

A baby shower registry is can be accessed through this QR code:
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SALEM WELCOMES 12 NEW DISCIPLES

Kimberly and Don Evans have been married
for 41 years and are residents of Charlestown
Retirement Community. With a Math degree,
Kimberly taught for 5 years. She then got an
M.S. in Economics which led to a 22-year career
at the U.S. Treasury Department. Don has a B.S.
and M.S. in Electrical Engineering from Johns
Hopkins University, and an advanced degree
from George Washington University in
Computer Design and Operation. Don applied };
his education to his 40-year career with
Westinghouse/Northrup Grumman. Don and |
Kimberly met through their love of English
Country Dancing. Kimberly loves to do
embroidery, to read and to hike. Don ha
always loved to play piano and got to attend -
Peabody Prep.

If there was such a thing as an award for the oldest
“new members” of Salem, Debbie and Mark
Sanders would certainly be top contenders for
that honor. While recently standing in the
Wittenberg Room, they looked at the portraits of
Salem’s pastors and noted who had led the
congregation when Debbie’s father was growing
up in the church.
That was just the beginning. Debbie was baptized
and confirmed at Salem, and Mark was also
baptized here just before the couple took their
wedding vows before Salem’s altar. When their
daughter and son came along, they, too, were
baptized here.

- e But then John’s teaching position for what is now
Verizon led them to Chicago. When he retlred they moved back. He pursued a second career, teaching
math for the University of Phoenix and the Community College of Baltimore County at Catonsville. Once
again retired, he spends a lot of time in his woodshop building, among other things, furniture.
As for Debbie, she is a lifelong organist. It was when she needed a page turner for an Easter cantata that
she first met Mark. Since then, she has served at multiple congregations, and their family always
worshiped where she played. Her recent positions as organist here in Catonsville include serving at
Charlestown and Bishop Cummins Reformed Episcopal Church. Debbie is now retired. Because of that,
and in light of the fact that they have lived in their Ellicott City home for more than forty years, they
decided it was time to come home to Salem. Both Debbie and Mark have jumped headlong into Salem
with various activities. She has joined the quilting group, and both of them have volunteered for Salem’s
Marketplace. They are pleased that they have been welcomed with open arms. Debbie particularly
appreciates the liturgical setting of the 11 a.m. Sunday service. You can find them in the fourth row on
the righthand side of the sanctuary, except when Debbie is filling in as a substitute for Salem Ringers, or
on the organist’s bench, when she fills in for Mary Miller.
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Among Salem’s newest members, there is one
who truly needs no introduction. For the past
four months, he’s served us communion and led
us in prayer, shared the Holy Scriptures and
publicly professed his faith. And now, Pastor
Stan Steele is officially one of us.

In case you've missed the story of his early
years, Pastor Stan, a native of Columbia, South
Carolina, is a lifelong Lutheran, baptized and
confirmed in the faith. While a student at the
University of South Carolina (he majored in
International Relations), he was encouraged by
his pastor to consider attending seminary after
graduation. He did, and what followed is a
lifetime of devotion to the work of the Church.
Although he had previously visited Salem for
meetings, Pastor Stan first worshiped here on
July 1. Unlike many other new members,
though, he was not “church shopping,” but rather, beginning his time as our interim senior pastor.
Having known Salem “by reputation” (which is “very positive”), he characterizes Salem as a “healthy
congregation,” truly a “community church” where people care for each other.

Previously, Pastor Stan has served in various positions in and around the area. He is currently living in
Elkridge and noted that this is something of a central location for him to be near his family. His wife
Stephanie, an ordained Lutheran pastor, is officially retired but still serving a congregation in Carroll
County on a part-time basis. Together, they have three adult children and two granddaughters.

As for his somewhat limited spare time, Pastor Stan enjoys relaxing with a good book; in addition to
theological works, he favors mysteries and other novels. Non-fiction work, not so much.

Nor is Pastor Stan a golfer: He finds the game “tedious and exasperating.” Members of the Steele family
are longtime Eagles and Phillies fans, but Pastor Stan likes the Ravens “quite a lot.” He agreed that he did
not land in Baltimore during the Orioles’ best days. Meanwhile, he continues to root for the Gamecocks
of USC, a team that “continues to break my heart.”

His musical taste is “eclectic,” including classical music, jazz and classic rock. “I'm all over the dial.” He
enjoys British television shows. And having appreciated the recent Bob Dylan biopic, he is looking
forward to seeing the new Springsteen movie. No horror films, please. Finally, Pastor Stan made his
Salem Players debut in the recent production of “70, Girls, 70.”

Asked what service he attends and where he sits (questions asked of new members for their “Monarch”
biography), Pastor Stan laughed, “If there is a service, I'm there.” Even when he is not leading Saturday
evening service, he sometimes slips into a back pew.

When Salem welcomes a new Senior Pastor, Pastor Stan will be moving on. At that time, he said he looks
forward to the bishop finding something else for him to do. “I'm not the retiring type.”

Introductions to the remaining new disciples will appear in next month’s Monarch
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Children Ministry November

In October, we continued with student learning about God A-Z. We started the month with D -
Dependable, and reading the story of The Red Sea. We worked on a group project and had several water-
related activities. For E - Extraordinary, we read of Jesus and Peter Walking on Water. The children
traced and decorated their feet to remember to trust in God and how he walked on water. F is for
Faithful: we learned of Daniel and the Lions' Den and how Daniel continued to be faithful to God. The
children did a group art project and made individual lion masks. For Reformation Sunday, the children
watched a children’s video on the Reformation. They enjoyed several activities related to the
Reformation and had a snack of a marshmallow on a pretzel stick to represent the hammering of the
thesis on the door.

CEA Needs

CEA Immediate Needs

CEA is requesting canned meals (think Chef Boyardee Ravioli or Spaghetti and Meatballs OR Dinty
Moore Beef Stew or Chicken & Dumplings) to meet a current shortage in their pantry.

Please place your donations in the wooden CEA trunk in the hallway.

CEA Christmas Needs - Due to Salem no later than Noon, Sunday, December 7
CEA is requesting Hot Cocoa and $25 Walmart gift cards to include in their Christmas family baskets
Two ways to contribute -
$25 Walmart Gift Cards
Buy gift cards first
Put the card(s) in the CEA envelope provided and put it in the offering plate or give to Pat
Jennings (11 am Sunday worship) or Jeff Tsai (9 am to 3 pm Monday through Friday)
Hot cocoa packages (Instant, add water only)
Leave purchased cocoa in the special CEA Christmas basket in the narthex
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HISTORIC OLD SALEM NEWS

Annually, we celebrated All Saints at Old Salem to honor our dearly departed family and friends and had
planned to do that on Sunday, November 2rd again this year. However, due to Bishop Gohl’s 25t
Anniversary Celebration at Salem at 3 pm as well as so many other events over the November 1st and 2nd
weekend, sadly we decided to cancel the service this year.

Going forward we are still planning our Christmas bus trip on Wednesday, December 3t to the
Riverside Center for the Performing Arts in Fredericksburg, Virginia. It’s a dinner theater serving you at
your table from a choice of entrees before enjoying the wonderful “White Christmas” play. This is a
perfect start for our Christmas celebrations. Have already reserved 36 of the 42 tickets available. Cost is
$130 per person which includes dinner, show, tax, gratuity and transportation. Monies are now due and
checks should be made payable to Historic Old Salem. Please either give them directly to Sharon
Stanton or leave them in a sealed envelope in the Historic Old Salem mailbox outside the church office,
1st floor hallway. If you'd like to go, please contact me asap at memsha7311@gmail.com or call my
home number.

Our next Quarterly Board meeting is Wednesday, November 20t at 7 pm at Salem Church in the Katie
Luther Room, 905 Frederick Road. Everyone is invited to attend.

Contact Sharon for more information and/or to make reservations for the bus trip.

GUARDIANS OF EDEN NEWS

The Committee now meets on the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH {note change in DAY as available
space is a challenge on the First Monday of each month}. The next date is November 10th at 7 p.m. in
the Katie Luther Room 2d floor and bring your preservation and environmental suggestions with you.

GOE will host the Adult Forum on Sunday, November 9t at 9:45 a.m. with a presentation on Community
Solar. Everyone is invited to come learn how switching to solar power without needing to install solar
panels on your home. A fascinating topic to say the least!

Ken Scarlatelli and Sharon Schueler are Co-Chairs of the GOE committee. Reach out to them should you
have questions or would like to become a part of the committee. Ken’s email is
kenscarlatelli@gmail.com and Sharon’s email is sharonpisces57 @gmail.com.

WHAT’S IN THE SHOWCASE

Salem Players took over the showcase in October for their production of 70 Girls 70.
November showcase highlights Dottie Bobart’s collection.

Showcase displays are reserved now for the rest of 2025; however, if you would like to share your
committee’s projects/events or your own private collection, we are scheduling 2026. April 2026 is our
first Open Date. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Sharon-memsha7311@gmail.com or leave
a note with your name, showcase request date and idea in the Historic Old Salem mailbox outside the
main church office. I'll contact you. Thank you

MARKETPLACE 2025 - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST

Dee and Sharon wish to thank all of the terrific and hardworking volunteers who helped make this
year’s Marketplace a success. Even though there was a different set up for one of the areas, everyone
enjoyed the day shopping, having a delicious lunch with friends, purchasing some wonderful bake
goods, and took their chances with the great Silent Auction. More details to follow once all has been
accounted for.
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FAIR TRADE

Fair Trade Chocolate, Coffee, Tea, and Cocoa will be available for purchase in the narthex at the following
times in November.

e During Marketplace on Saturday, November 1st

o After the 5 pm service on Saturday, November 8th

e After the 8:30 am service on Sunday, November 9th

o Before and after the 11 am service on Sunday, November 9th

IMAGES FROM REFORMATION SUNDAY
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70, GIRLS, 70!

Salem Players’ recent production of 70, Girls, 70 was highly successful! This musical was perhaps
not as well known as some of their past shows, but the music by John Kander and lyrics of Fred Ebb
were catchy and fun. Salem members Anita Lane and Linda Fleischer had leading roles, supported
by Nick Mason and Tim Toscano. Pastor Stan Steele playing (what else?) a pastor was a wonderful
addition. Other Salem Player regulars included Elinor Bower (who started her career in drama camp)
and Jane Nitsch. There was an excellent band, which included Michael Fitch on trumpet. Salem
members were backstage as well: Sara Toscano was Assistant Director, Lisa Yerkey was producer,
and Paul Timmel, Amanda Yerkey and Jim Kempton did lighting and sound. Other very important
spots were filled by Shannon Willing (graphic design), Patricia Morgan (costumes), Tim VanSant (sound
effects), Karen Amy (publicity) and Julie Kempton (house manager). The box office included Sharon
Stanton, Janet VanSant, Karen Amy, Ed & Vicky Whetstone and Sue OConnor.

Over 300 people attended, including many from the wider community. Two of the six
performances were sold out and all the shows had an appreciative audience. As usual, Salem Players
tithed their profit, and donated $300 to the church. They also donated tuition for Drama Camp (worth
$400), which is held every summer and introduces children to the love of theatre.

Salem Players has been entertaining the congregation and the community for 48 years! Their next
production will be The Mouse That Roared, scheduled for next Spring. Want to audition? They’d love to
have you, either on or behind the stage! Be sure to put it on your calendar and bring the whole family
to see it. You'll have a great time!
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Salem Supper Club

Hometown Christmas

7 F.O.P. Lodge

2832 Nine Mile Circle
Catonsville, MD

All adults are invited to Salem Supper Club on December
6, 2025, at 6:30 PM for an evening of delicious food,
entertainment and good fellowship. Bring a favorite dish
to share which has nostalgic memories of a previous
Christmas. A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex on
Sunday November 2, 2025. Enjoy a fun evening and,
its free. Salem Supper Club has been a time of adult
fellowship and entertainment for over 25 years. Many
young people of Salem have been thrilled when they
turned 18 and could finally attend.

For more information, contact
Lynda or Paul Bell at 410-314-1706 or
Jane Stolte at 410-747-6312.
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CHILDREN’S HOME FOOD DELIVERY TEAM’S FOURTH
ANNIVERSARY

Four years ago on November 1, 2021, volunteers from Salem began a food delivery ministry to support
the children and staff of The Children’s Home. This Catonsville nonprofit, established in 1863, provides
residential therapeutic care to youth 13 to 21 who have experienced abuse, abandonment, neglect,
violence, or are in need of supervised care. Our ministry came about when former pastor, Rev Dave
Asendorf, contacted The Children’s Home to ask how Salem could serve them. Expecting to hear that
they were in need of tutors or mentors, he was surprised to learn that their biggest need was for reliable
volunteers who could pick up food donated by Chick-Fil and deliver it to their kitchen three times a
week. Chick-Fil-A, like all restaurants, has to refresh all the food they have on the service line at fixed
times with freshly cooked food, but the food they pull is still good to eat. It is bagged up and put on a
designated shelf in their walk-in freezer, where it is picked up by our volunteers every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Children’s Home kitchen staff can incorporate these donated biscuits, rolls,
chicken, macaroni and cheese, etc. into the 160 or so meals they serve to the residents and staff every
day. Prior to Salem volunteers assuming these deliveries, Children’s Home staff had to go out and pick
up the food three times a week.

In four years, our volunteers have done over 620 of these deliveries! An average daily delivery
consists of about 60 pounds, so that comes out to over 37,000 pounds of food!

We have eleven current volunteers and ten past volunteers who have served faithfully.

As far as the impact of this ministry, the Children’s Home staff regularly express their gratitude for the
faithfulness of our team. In the past our group was honored by their Volunteer of the Year award. They
have been dubbed by one staff member the “Stealth Volunteers,” for being so steady, quiet and reliable.
As for Chick-Fil-A, they noticed our team’s consistency and commitment and gave a $100,000
Community Engagement award to the Children’s Home to recognize their partnership with Salem
volunteers. And at this year’s annual meeting our volunteers were honored once again with an award for
their service.

Left and center: Loading food from the Chick-Fil-A freezer for transport to The Children’s Home
Right: Barb’s and Mike Petry’s grandson Bryce helps his grandparents
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SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL DATA

September Year to Date

General Fund

Receipts to Date 433,224.19
Expenses to Date 493,196.43

Difference 59,972.24

Budget to Date 491,220.00

R.SV.P

Receipts to Date 25,131.00
Disbursement to Date 23,094.60
Difference 2,036.40
(Carryover balance from 2024: $30485.05)

SALEM STITCHCRAFTERS

Packing 250 Christmas bags for Seafarers

SSAVE THE DATE - CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Salem’s Congregational Meeting has been scheduled for December 13 and 14. At this meeting, we will
vote on council members and the church budget.
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OFFICIAL ACTS

AT THE GRAVE

“For the assurance and hope of our faith and for the saints you have received into your eternal joy, we

thank you, Heavenly Father.

Ione Wunderlich

Lowell Rau

AT THE BAPTISMAL FONT

Colin Armstrong

June Armstrong

11/18/2025
11/25/2025

10/23/2025
10/26/2025

PARISH LEADERS

Altar Guild: Mary Krebs

Archive Committee: Judy LeGath

Arts Committee: Tricia Morgan

Child Protection Committee: Linda Fleischer

Children’s Ministry Committee: Eileen Merriman,
Zoé Dell

Christian Fellowship Committee: Darla Sando, Pam
Wilsey

Communications Committee: Guy Davis, Karen Amy
Evangelism Committee: Nicki Fatherly

Finance Committee: Ken Wolfram

Guardians of Eden: Ken Scarlatelli, Sharon Schueler
Health Resources: Beth Rodgers, Lynda Bell

Historic Old Salem: Sharon Stanton

Memorial and Bequests: Paul W. Krabitz

Prayer Tree Coordinators: Karen Amy, Barbara
Beem

Property: Rusty Schaefer

Salem Players: Lisa Yerkey

Scholarship: Sue Gdovin

Social Ministry: Mary Kay Willing
Stewardship Committee: John Brohawn
Technology Support Committee: Lisa Yerkey
Ushers: Mary Krebs, Ray Hamelin

Youth Ministry Committee: Melissa Miller and
Veronica Merriman

Worship Life: Jane Stolte
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ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2024

Saturday | Sunday Service . Weekly*
. Livestream
Evening Total
First Second
Oct4/5 36 36 105 9/20 206
Oct11/12 34 48 88 18/22 210
Oct 18/19 20 41 94 11/24 190
Oct 25/26 29 30 143 10/21 233

*Week reflects Saturday through Friday

Livestream data are not available. A future Monarch edition will provide this information.

Occasionally we hear about members receiving an email from one
the Pastors asking for gift cards or for us to pay a bill, etc.;
because ‘they are in a meeting’ (or whatever) and ‘can’t take care
of this right now.” This is ALWAYS a scheme to get something

No PHISHING from you by someone else and this is NEVER from Salem’s

- _ Pastors. Please, if you are contacted by anyone asking for money
DL M EUCR A ERETLAM o gift cards and they say it is an emergency; contact us yourself

first. Please don’t take the bait in their phishing scheme!

WIFI AT SALEM

The Technology Committee has installed WIFI access throughout the church. This free internet access is
available to members and guests. Users may access any of our four networks connections throughout the
building. The password for all connections is SalemChurch.

If you have any questions about our network please contact the Technology Committee, Lisa Yerkey, at
salemtech@salem-catonsville.org.

SMART PHONE QR CODE
AVAILABLE FOR GIVING

Salem allows offerings via your smart phone. Image Salem’s QR code and you will be
taken to the mobile-friendly version of Salem’s giving page where you can make your gift
via your bank account or credit card.
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church Office
Telephone: (410) 747-0720

Interim Pastor G. Stanley Steele
pastorstan@salem-catonsville.org

Pastor Carolyn Lawrence
pastorcarolyn@salem-catonsville.org

Pastor Emeritus: G. Edward Whetstone
edward-victoria@verizon.net

Director of Music: Mary Miller
marymiller359@gmail.com

Director of Contemporary Music: Sid Meier

Worship Technology Director: Joey Morgan

Office Manager: Jeff Tsai
jefft@salem-catonsville.org

Sextons: Joey Morgan

CHURCH COUNCIL LEADERSHIP

President: Emily D’Avella

Vice-President: Lisa Yerkey

Secretary: Matthew Fairchild

Financial Secretary: Linda Fleischer

Treasurer: Ray Hamelin

Assistant Treasurer: Jane Stolte

CHURCH COUNCIL

Ron Bruce Veronica Merriman
Emily D’Avella Carolyn Moore
Guy Davis Mary Oliver
Matthew Fairchild Michael Petry

Ray Giuliani Janet Van Sant

Pat Jennings Lisa Yerkey

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND CONTRIBUTING STAFF

Guy Davis, Co-Chair Contributing

Karen Amy, Co-Chair Photographers
Barbara Beem Guy Davis

Dan D’Avella Peggy Dell
Peggy Dell

Carolyn Lawrence
Judy LeGath
Joey Morgan

Proofreading
Sharon Stanton

Sharon Stanton
Bethann Snyder
Ed Whetstone

NEXT MONARCH PUBLICATION

December 2025

If you are interested in participating on
the Communications Committee, or
contributing as a ad-hoc writer or
photographer, please contact our
committee chairpersons.
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Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church strives to be a Christ-

I centered, caring community experiencing God’s grace

’ 1 and sharing God’s goodness with all people.

905 Frederick Road |
Catonsville, MD 21228-4517 We are on the Web!
(410) 747-0720 www.salem-catonsville.org

office@salem-catonsville.org

@y finduson
Facebook

www.facebook.com/salemlutheranchurch.catonsville

AL
& N http://demdsynod.org/

Delaware-Maryland Synod

SALEM EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

905 Frederick Rd.
Catonsville, MD 21228-4517

Change Service Requested
TIME VALUE
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